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PROVERBS,  viii.  36. 

But  he  that  finneth  agalnft   me,   wrongeth   his  own 
foul :  All  they  that  hate  me,  love  death. 

THROUGH  the  exceeding  deceltfulnefs  of 
fill,  wicked  people  are  infenfible  of  what  they 
are  doing  againft  God,  and  the  dreadful  mifchief 
they  are  bringing  upon  themfelves.  *^  'Their  foolifi 
heart  is  darkened — they  will  not  come  to  the  light — they 
know  not,  neither  will  they  imderftand — they  walk  on  in 
darkneJsJ'  It  muft  give  every  one  much  pain  who 
has  come  to  himfeifi  and  has  fuitable  feelings  to- 
wards God  and  his  law,  to  fee  multitud.es  of  his 
fellow  creatures  around  him  living  in  their  fins,  and 
at  eafe  in  open  rebellion  againft  Jehovah,  and  ei- 
ther imagining  that  it  is  very  eafy  for  them,  by  and 
by,  to  move  the  divine  compafTion,  by  their  cries 
and  profeffions  of  forrow  -,  or  flatter  themfelves  that 
their  wickednefs  is  rather  a  calamity,  than  an  evil 
infinitely  hateful  and  odious  to  God  3  and  renders 
them  juftly  deferving  of  his  eternal  wrath.  Whatis 
more  difficult  for  any  of  us  to  do,  than  to  rnakc 
wicked  people  believe  that  they  hate  God — are  en- 
emies to  him*— -are  continually  heaping  up  mifchief 

upon 
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upon  themfelves,  and  in  efred  love  hell  (for  tliey 
iove  the  way  to  it  exceedingly)  although  he  that 
cannot  lie^  fays  in  my  text, — he  that  finneth  againji 
mcy  wrcngeth  his  own  foul :  all  they  that  hate  me^  love 
death.  Our  text  prefents  to  view  two  obfervations, 
which  merit  our  attention  at  this  time. 

ifc.  The  great  evil  of  finners  lies  in  their  oppofi- 
tion  to  God,  and  enmity  againfl  him. 

2d.  Sinners  by  their  oppofition  to  God,  do  ex- 
ceedingly wrong   themfelves. 

I.  The  great  evil  of /inners  hes  in  their  oppo- 
fition to  God,  and  enmity  againfl  him.  This  is 
very  evident  from  the  Iioly  fcriptures,  and  efpecially 
from  the  following  texts.  "  Wherefore  do  the  wick- 
ed contemn  GOD — The  carnal  mind  is  enrmty  againfl 
GOD — If  when  we  were  enemies  we  were  reconciled  to 
GOD  by  the  death  of  his  foyiJ'  It  is  further  evident 
that  the  great  evil  of  finners  lies  in  oppofition  to 
God,  from  the  eonfeffion  and  declaration  of  true 
penitents  recorded  in  the  divine  oracles,  fays  Jofeph, 
howfhall  I  do  this  great  evil  and  fin  againfl  GOD  J — 
fays  the  Pfalmifl,  againfl  thee^  and  thee  only^  have  I 
finned^  and  dorie  this  evil.  And  furthermore,  on  the 
account  of  the  wicke-d  being  oppofed  to  God,  and 
uniike  him^  they  are  often  called  ungodly  in  the  ho- 
ly   word. 

a.  It  is  further  evident  that  the  evil  of  finners 
lies  in  oppofition  to  God,  becaufe  fin  is  a  violation 
of  the  divine  law.  Ail  fins  whatever  that  people 
commit,  are  a  violation  of  God's  law  ;  therefore, 
a  contempt  of  his  authority,  and  v/hoUy  oppofed  to 
him.  All  fins  a,gainfl  fociety,  againfl  rulers,  parents, 
Maflers,  and  guardians  j  yea  all  fins  of  thoi^ht, 
word  and  deed,  are  violations  of  God*s  holy  law  j 
therefore  exprefs  oppofition,  and  enmity  againfl  him. 

3.  That  finners  are  oppofed  to  God^  and  hate 
him,  is  evident  from  plain  fads.  i. 
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1.  It  is  evident  that  finners  hate  God,  becaufc 
they  wiil  not  believe  what  he  lays  to  them.     "  He 

/peaks  oncey  yea  twice y  but  they  regard  him  notS^  God 
fpeaks  excellent  and  important  things.  Very  often  to 
iinners,  for  a  long  feafon,  but  they  will  not  believe  a 
word  he  fays.  ^'  He  that  believeth  not  GOD  hath  made 
him  a  liar.''  Now,  what  great  evidence  of  diflike 
do  we  ihew  to  a  fellow  creature,  w^hen  v/e  make  liim 
a  liar  ?  and  how  exceeding  worthlefs,  do  we  view 
him,  whofe  word  is  not  worth  regarding  ?  There- 
fore, v^hat  greater  evidence  of  enmity,  can  we  ex- 
hibit againfc  GOD,  than  to  pay  no  regard  to  v/hat 
he  fays  ? 

2.  Another  evidence  of  hating  God,  is,  their 
being  unwilling  to  have  him  do  as  he  pleafes. — 
They  dillike  what  he  does  and  are  unwilling  to 
truft  him.  God  wills  many  things  w^hich  fimiers 
are  difpleafed  with.  They  had  rather  have  the  man- 
agement of  all  m.atters  which  refped:  them,  than  to 
have  God  manage  them.  They  had  rather  trufl 
themJelves,  than  truil  God.  They  have  a  better 
opinion  of  themfelves,  than  they  have  of  God  ;  and 
think  that  they  can  manage  affairs  better  than  he 
does.  Hence  it  is,  that  fmners  are  fo  often  com- 
plaining as  we  read  in  the  Proverbs  of  Solomon, — - 
'The  fooli/hne/s  of  man  pervert eth  his  wayy  and  his  heart 
fretteth  againft  the  Lord. 

.  ,3.  Another  evidence  of  fmners  hating  God,  is, 
their  being  fo  exceeding  averfe  to  an  acquaintance 
with  him.  They  chufe  to  keep  at  a  diilance  from 
God  j  and  are  not  fond  of  iiis  company.  Their 
language  is,  (as  we  read  in  the  lively  oracles,)  ^^/)/jr/ 
horn  us  y  we  dejire  not  the  knozvledge  of  i^y  ways,  \V  ick- 
ed  people  are  not  fond  of  admitting  thoughts  of 
God,  and  his  charader.  They  are  fond  of  ad-^ 
mitting  vain,  foolilh,  covetous,  and  unclean  thoughts; 

they 
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they  arc  fond  of  letting  fuch  thoughts  dwell  within 
them  :  but  they  will  rejed  ferious,  godly,  and  reli- 
gious thoughts,  and  can't  endure  them.  They  are 
fond  of  knowing  many  things  which  are  exceeding 
hurtful  and  dangerous  to  them  3  but  are  not  fond 
ofknowingGoD,  Jesus  Christ  and  the  way  to  heav- 
en. They  will  not  take  proper  pains  to  know  thefe 
things.  Thoughts  of  God,  his  ways,  and  doings 
are  a  burden  to  them  -,  but  they  delight  exceedingly 
in  evil  thoughts,  and  in  evil  companions. 

4.  Another  evidence  of  finners  hating  God,  is 
their  being  averfe  to  fpeaking  in  his  praife.  They 
can  eafily  fpeak  in  praife  of  God's  enemies  ;  they 
can  eafily  fpeak  in  favour  of  them  that  do  wickedly  : 
But,  \vhen  they  fee  the  holy  name  of  God  pro- 
faned, and  his  honour  trampled  in  the  duft,  they 
can't  find  it  in  their  hearts  to  fay  any  thing  for  him. 
They  are  willing  to  iland  up  for  evil  doers  ;  but 
are  not  willing  to  fland  up  for  God  againft  evil  do- 
ers. When  perfons  are  not  difpofed  to  fay  any 
diring  in  favour  of  a  neighbour,  or  ever  to  take  his 
part,  although  they  fee  himdefpifed  and  mofl:  iliame- 
fuily  abufed  -,  it  is  an  evidence  that  they  are  deftituteof 
all  true  love  for  him,  even  fo  when  people  will  fay 
nothing  in  God's  praife — will  never  take  his  part 
againft  evil  doers,  when  he  is  awfully  and  dreadfully 
difhonoured — it  is  an  evidence  that  they  have  no 
true  love  for  him. 

5.  Another  evidence  of  finners  hating  God,  is, 
their  being  fo  exceedingly  averfe  to  ferving  him, 
and  doing  that  which  is  pleafing  in  his  fight.  The 
fervice  of  God,  is  fuch  a  burden  to  wicked  people 
that  they  can't  bear  it.  They  will  not  pray  to  God 
— they  can't  endure  this  part  of  divine  fervice- — they 
can  fee  no  pleafure,  or  no  profit  in  religious  fervices. 
Hence,  we  read  in  the  divine  oracles — The  wicked 

through 
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through  tJMprideef  his  countenance  will  not feek  after^  GOD, 
Who  is  the  Lord  that  we  jldoujd  jerve  him  P  and  what 
profit  is  it  if  we  pray  unto  him  ? 

Now,  when  a  fervant  is  exceedingly  averfe  to  the 
fervice  of  his  mafter,  can't  bear  it^  and  will  not  tiy 
to  pleafe  him ;  this  is  an  evidence  tliat  he  hates  him. 
Even  fo,  when  wicked  people  hate  the  fervice  of 
God,  hate  to  pleafe  him,  and  even  delight  in 
doing  what  is  very  difpleafmg  to  him  ;  it  is  mani- 
feil  that  they  have  enmity  againft  him. 

6.  Another  evidence  of  fmners  hating  God,  is, 
their  holding  faft  their  fins,  and  refufmg  to  repent, 
and  turn  to  him ;  although  he   gives  them  many 
calls  and  invitations,  and  ufes  bleiTed  means  v/ith  them 
to  promote  their  eternal  falvation.     He  tells  them 
what  a  great  evil  fin  is — that  it  is  the  troubler  of  the 
whole  creation— that  it  brings  temporal  and  eternal 
mifery.     He  alfo  tells  them  what  fmners  they  are 
—that  they  have  treafured  up  much  fm,  made  them.- 
felves  exceedingly  vile,  and  deferve  to  be  eternally 
,banifhed  from  his  prefence.    Yet  affures  them,  '^  that 
there  is  fcrgivenefs,  and  plenteous  redemption,  if  they  will 
put  away  the  evil  of  their  doings  from  before  his  eye: — that 
he  has  laid  help  on  o'ne  tnighty  to  fave^  whofe  blood  cleanfes 
from  all  fin''     He  alfo  affures  them  that  they  are  wel-- 
comie~to  come  to  Chrift  by  faith,  and  have  pardon, 
peace  and  eternal  life.     He  gives  them  repeated 
calls  and  warnings.     He  reafons  with  them-^~Wilt 
thou  never  be  made  clean,  when  fhall  it  once  be  ?— 
turn  ye,  turn  ye,  for  why  will  ye  die  ?  forfak'e  the 
foolifh  and  live,  and  go  in  the  way  of  underftanding. 
The  bleiTed  Lord  exercifeth  great  patience  to- 
wards fmners,  therefore  fays,  behold  Ifcand  at  the  door 
and  knock,  if  any  man  hear  my  voice,  and  open  the 
door,  I  will  come  unto  him  and  fup  with  him  and  he 
v;^rh  me.     Yet,  *^  after  all^  they  fit  at  nought  his  coun- 
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Jels  end  zvill  ncne  of  his  reproofs.''^  They  have  fuch  a 
love  for  their  lufts  that  they  will  not  part  with  them. 
They  chufc  to  hold  communion  and  fellowfhip 
with  God's  enemies — they  will  nourifh  and  fupport 
them — they  will  have  their  fins,  let  God  do  as  he 
pleafes.  They  make  nothing  of  all  the  good  which 
God  holds  up  to  their  view  :  they  {tt  at  nought  his 
lo^T,  faithfulnefs  and  moft  tender  compafTions. — 
From  fuch  conduft  as  this  it  is  very  apparent  that 
iirjiers  hate  God. 

7.  The  enmity  of  finners  againft  God  is  manifefl 
from  their  conduct  towards  the  Lord  Jesus  Christ 
who  is  God,  and  was  manifefl  in  the  fleih.  The 
Lordjzsus  is  the  illuftious  perfonage,  who  fpeaks  in 
my  text  i  and  one  whom  finners  hated  fo  much 
while  upon  earth,  that  they  would  not  fuffer  him  to 
live.  They  hated  him  to  fuch  a  degree,  that  they 
prefcred  a  murderer  before  him  ;  and  would  not  be 
eafy  till  they  had  put  him  to  the  accurfed  death  of 
t!ie  crofs,  between  two  thieves.  But  let  it  be  fur- 
ther obferved,  that  nothing  can  be  fo  vile  and  bafe 
as  the  enmity  of  finners  againft  God,  and  Jesus 
Christ  the  exprefs  image  of  the  Father's  perfon : 
Therefore,  he  fays  to  finners,  this  cometh  to  pais 
that  it  miglit  be  fulfilled  diat  is  written  in  their  law, 
they  hated  me  witliout  a  eaufe. 

Sinners  don't  hate  God,  be<:aufe  he  has  injured 
them,  or  done  them  the  leaft  injuftice,  or  given  them 
tlie  leaft  provocation.  But  they  hate  him  for  the 
fame  reafbn  that  St.  Paul's  hearers  hated  him,  viz. 
becaufe  he  told  them  the  truth.  God  tells  finners 
the  truth  which  they  can't  endure,  therefore  they 
hate  him.  God  abhors  the  wicked  works  of  finners 
and  oppofcs  them ;  and  on  this  account  they  hate 
him.  God  can't  bear  with  their  "  whcrijh  heart 
vMch  departs  from-  him  y  and  their  eyes  i^hich  go  whoring 

after 
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^ftcr  their  idols  j"  therefore  oppofes  them  and  threat- 
ens their  deftrudlion :  en  this  account  they  hate  him. 
God  is  an  exceeding  good  mailer,  full  of  love,  wif- 
dom,  juttice  and  the  moft  tender  compaffions :  but 
fmners  fay  that  he  is  a  hard  mafter,  and  they  will  not 
have  him  to  rule  over  them.  The  fervice  of  God 
is  an  exceeding  good  fervice ;  pleafant  and  reafonable ; 
calculated  K)make  us  com/ort able  and  happy  in  time, 
and  to  eternity.  But  wicked  people  hate  and  con- 
temn God,  becaufe  he  requires  them  to  ferve  him. 
Upon  the  whole,  it  appears  from  the  holy  v/ord,  from 
finners  not  believing  Goo — diHiking  what  he  does 
*— averfion  to  an  acquaintance  with  him. — not  fpeak- 
ing  in  his  praife — unwilling  to  ferve  him — not  re- 
penting— and  their  cruel  treatmientof  the  Lord  of 
Glory,  that  they  hate  him,  and  that  their  great  e- 
vil  lies  in  oppofition  to  him. 

II.  I  am  tofhew  that  finners  by  their  oppofitioxn 
to  God,  do  exceedingly  v/rong  themfelves.  Sin 
and  punifhment  are  infeparably  connefled.  Sin- 
ners by  their  enmity  againfl  God,  and  oppofition  to 
him,  procure  much  rhifchief  tothemfelves  :  for  they 
greatly  incenfe  the  divine  wrathj  and  move  the 
righteous  GovERNouk  of  the  world  to  vifit  their 
tranfgreffions  with  the  rod,  and  their  iniquities  with 
ftripes.  By  die  holy  appointm.ent  of  Flim  who  al- 
ways does  right,  evil  purfues  finners  in  this  world, 
and  without  true  repentance  to  ail  eteriiity. 

I.  Sinners  by  their  oppofition  to  God,  defcroy 
the  peace  of  their  own  minds,  and  procure  to  them.- 
khrts  terrors.  Sinners'  are  haunted  with  a  guilty 
confcience,  which  produces  fmr  where  no  fear  is.~ 
They  know  in  their  confciences  that  they  deferve 
punifhment  for  their  unreafonable  oppofition  to  the 
great  and  holy  God  ;  no  wonder  then,  that  they  tra- 
vel in  pain,  and  are  like  the  troubled  fea,  whofe  wa- 
ters 
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ters  call:  forth  mire  and  dirt.  Can  a  foul  abide  in 
facrcd  peace  when  defiled  with  flelhly  lulls  ?  Will  a 
life  of  irreligion,  and  debauchery,  produce  folid  p^ace 

and    quietnefs   of  mind  ? Will    covetoufnefs, 

pride,  envy,  malice,  hatred,  deceit,  hypocrify,  and 
a  whorifh  heart  produce'  fweet  peace,  and  con- 
folation  of  foul  ?  We  may  as  well  expe6t  to  gather 
grapes  of  thorns  and  figs  of  thiflles,  or  that  a  foun- 
tain will  fend  forth  at  the  fame  place  f^eet  water 
and  bitter. 

W  hat  injury  then  do  finners  do  to  diemfclves  by 
their  oppofition  to  God  ?  What  a  life  of  bondage 
do  they  lead  ?  how  are  they  confumed  with  terrors. 

2.  DiflrefTing  pain,  and  bodily  ficknefs,  are  the 
produdions  of  fin.  Sinners  by  the  gratification  of 
their  lufls,  and  the  works  of  the  fiefh,  bring  painful 
and  dangerous  difeafes  upon  themfelves.  Hence 
we  read  in  the  lively  oracles,  that  men  are  chaftened 
vvith  pain  upon  their  beds  j  and  the  multitude  of 
their  bones  with  tlrong  pain,  till  their  flsih  confumes 
av/ay,  and  their  bones  fcick  out — and  for  this  caufe 
m.any  are  fickly  and  weakly  am.ong  you,  and  many 
fallen  afleep.  How  many  by  their  unclean  pradlices 
and  intemperate  living  procure  to  theinfelves  loath- 
fome,  and  dangerous  difeafes,  and  wearifome  days 
and.  nights  ;  Both  fcripture,  and  obfervation  teaches 
us,  that  a  life  filled  up  with  God- provoking  fins  is 
not  favourable  to  health  and  length  of  days. 

3.  Poverty  and  ihame,  are  often  the  produdions 
of  a  wicked  life,  or  a  life  of  rebellion  againft  God. 
Flow  many  by  riotous  living,  waite  their  fubftance 
and  by  unclean  praclifes  are  brought  to  a.  morfel  of 
bread  ?  and,  by  fuch  a  line  of  conduct  how  many 
plunge  into  ihame  and  difgrace  ?  How  many  by 
their  fondneh  for  evil  con^anions,  and  the  counfels 

of 
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of  the  wicked  become  exceeding  poor  and  defpicable 
in  the  world  ?  Hence,  faith  Soiomon,  he  that  follow- 
eth  after  vain  perfons  fhall  have  poverty  enough.— 
Poverty  and  fhame  fhall  be  to  him  that  refufeth  in- 
flrudtion — The  drunkard  and  the  glutton  fhall  come 
to  poverty.  How  many  by  a  flothful,  indolent  and 
flupid  way  of  living,  are  infnared  and  reduced  to 
beggary  ?  Many  there  are  among  mankind  who  do 
exceedingly  debafe  them.felves,  by  ungodly  and  wick- 
ed pradices,  and  become  defpicable  beyond  all  com- 
parifon.  Such  perfons  make  themfelves  brutifh, 
yea,  worfe  than  brutifh,  for  they  fit  themfelves  for 
fudden  deflru-ftion. 

4.  Sinners  by  their  rebellion  againfl  the  Lord  of 
Hosts,  procure  to  themfelves  fore,  wafling  and  def- 
olating  judgments  of  a  public  nature,  God  is  pleaf- 
ed  in  his  holy  providence,  to  bring  the  iniquities  of 
fmncrs  upon  themfelves,  and  to  cut  them  off  in  their 
own  v/ickednefs.  Wickednefs  often  overthrowsfin- 
ners  in  this  world.  The  vengeance  of  Heaven  of- 
ten purfues  and  overtakes  the  ungodly,  in  this  world 
—takes  from  them  their  various  comforts  at  one  aw-~ 
ful  flroke  ;  and  fweeps  them  away  by  a  fudden  death 
and  dreadful  overtlirow.  V/itnefs  the  waters'  of  No- 
ah-—the  flames  of  Sodom. — Pharaoh  and  his  hofls  in 
the  red  Sea— the  plagues  of  Egypt— the  earth  ex- 
panding her  jaws,  and  fwaliov/ing  up  Korah  and  his 
accomplices — the  fire  from  heaven  which  defboyed 
thofe  who  invaded  the  facred  fundtion — -the  plague 
that  went  out  from  the  Lord  and  deflroyed  fourteen 
thoufand  who  murmured  and  fretted  againfl  the 
Lord  and  Mofes — the  deflrudion  of  the  nations  of 
Canaan — thedeftrudion  of  Jerufalem — the  Babylo- 
nian captivity — the  deflru6tion  of  the  Jews  by  the 
Roman  army— yea,the  peflilence— the  m.any  famines 
wars  and  rumours  of  v/ars,  and  garments  rolled  in 

blood 
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blood ;  which  have  been  in  every  age,  and  in  every 
place,  fweeping  mankind  fromthe  earth  ;  are  wit- 
nelTes  of  the  dreadful  wrong  and  injury  linners  bring 
upon  themfelves  by  their  oppofition  to  God. 

5.  Sinners  by  violating  the  law  of  God,   and  fet- 
ing themfelves  againft  him  :  bring  upon  themfelves 
the  fword  of  the  civil  magiftrate,  which  is  ordained 
for  their  punifliment.     Hence  we  read  in  Rom.  xiii. 
for  he  is  the  minifler  of  God  to  thee  for  good.  But 
if  thou  do  that  which  is  evil,  be  afraid  for  he  beareth 
notthe  fword  in  vain  :  for  he  is  the  rainifter  of  God  a 
revenger  to  execute  wrath  upon  him  that  doeth  e- 
vil.     Many  there  are,  who  make  themfelves  fo  in- 
tolerable to  fociety  by-  their  crimes,  that  the  Lord 
will  not  allow  them  to  live  in  peace,  and  profper  in 
their  wickednefs :  but  commands  the  civil  magiftratc 
to  be  upon  them  with  his  fword,  and  execute  the 
fentence  of  the  law.     Many  there  are  who  are  great 
troublers  of  focicry,  and  the  Lord  has  commanded 
the  civil  magiftrate   to   trouble  them.     There  are 
many  whofe  condu6l  is  fo  dangerous  and  intolera- 
ble, that  the  laws  of  God  and  man  will  not  admit  of 
their  being  at  liberty,  but  require  their  immediate 
confinesient  in  a  dark  and  dreary  prifon  j  where  alas! 
they  have  many  days  and  nights  of  adverfity.     But 
this  punifliment  is  not  in  many  cafes  fufficient.  Juf- 
tice  requires  them  to  be  conducted  from  the  prifon 
to  the  ftake,  the  pillory  and  the  gallows  ;  and  there, 
like  brutes  to  receive  corporal  and  ignominious  pun- 
ifhment.     But  this    mode  of    punifnment  is   too 
light  for  nriany,  on  the   account  of  their  attrocious 
crimes.     The  law  of  God  and  man,  will  not  fuffer 
them  to  live  ;  but  requires  that  they  be  immediately 
put  to  death.     "  He  that  Jheddeth  man's  bloody  by  man 
JhaUhis  blood  bejhsd — mdthe  murderer  Jhallfurely  be  put 
JQ  death."*     If  by  all  the  mifchief  and  diftrefs  which 

fmners 
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finners  bring  upon  thenafelves  in  this  world,  th^y 
might  be  brought   to  true  repentance  -,  have  a  new 
heart,  and  a  new  fpirit  given  them,  happy,  unfpeak- 
ably  happy  for  them  1  for  then  like  the  thief  upon  the 
crofs,  they  might  go  from  the  gallows,  or  place  of 
execution,  to  be  forever  with  Christ  in  the  para- 
dife  of  God  !     Their  troubles  would  be  forever  at 
an  end,  when  they  leave  this  world,  and  their  ftate 
exceedingly  blifsful  to  all  eternity  !    But  alas  !   how 
many  will  not  be  content  with  all  the  dreadful  mif- 
chief  they  bring  upon  themfelves  in  this  world,  by 
their  God-provoking  fins  ;  will  not  repent — ^will  not 
reform — ^will  not  lay  afide  their  enmity  againft  God  : 
but  will  keep  their  fins  and  die  in  them  ;  therefore 
can  have  no  better  portion   than  an  eternal  confine- 
ment in  the  prifon  of  hell.     As  they  will  not  heark- 
en unto  God,  and  ceafe  from  their  rebellion  againfl 
him — as  they  hate  God,  and  will  not  have  him  to 
rule  over  them — as  they  are  incorrigible,  and  will 
not  come  unto  Christ  and  have  life — they  fhali  die 
in  their  iniquities  ;  go  to  their  own  people  in  the  re- 
gions of  horror  and  keen  defpair — where  the  fmokc 

of  their  torment  afcendeth  up  forever  and  ever. 

This  is  the  fecond  death,  eternal  death,  and  as  fin- 
ners love  the  way  to  it,  and  will  not  have  any  other 
way — fo  death  they  mufl  have  ;  it  is  the  fruit  of  their 
own  way,  and  their  own  devices. 

IMPROVEMENT. 
I.  We  learn  from  the  fubjed,  that  finners  m.ufl 
experience  a  very  great  and  important  change,  be- 
fore they  can  reafonably  hope  to  go  to  Heaven. — 
They  mufl  forfake  their  evil  ways  and  their  evil 
thoughts  and  ccafe  from  their  mod  unreafonable  en^ 
mity  againfl  God.  They  mufl  lay  alide  their  relifh 
for  fin,  and  their  unclean  heart,  which  goes  whorine: 
after  their  idols.  Yea^,  they  mufl.  become  new- 
creatures  y 
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creatures  jfor  if  any  man  he  i;^  Christ  he  is  a  new 
creature y  all  old  things  ^re  done  away  and  all  things  are  he^- 
come  new,''  They  miift  love  what  they  before  hat- 
ed, and  hate  what  they  before  loved.  They  muft 
hate  fm  with  an  iniplacable  hatred,  and  love  God  fu- 
premely  for  his  holinefs.  They  muft  efteem  the 
fervice  of  God  to  be  a  moft  excellent  fervice,  and 
be  pleafed  with  his  government.  1  hey  muft  de- 
light exceedingly  in  his  laws,  becaufe  they  are  holy, 
juft  and  good  ;  and  be  willing  to  truft  God  i  and 
kaveall  their  concerns  with  him,  both  for  time  and 
for  eternity.  This  is  a  great  and  important  change 
indeed ;  which  the  fcriptures  hold  up  to  our  view,  as 
neceffaryfor  every  perfon,  who  would  have  any  ra- 
tional hope  of  being  admitted  into  the  heavenly 
v/orld  when  they  die.  "  Except  a  man  he  hern  again 
he  cannot  fee  the  kingdom  of  Heaven.'' 

2.  Seeing  fin  is  fo  great  an  evil,  and  brings  fb 
much  trouble  upon  mankind  ;  what  matter  of  grief 
and  lamentation  is  it,  that  there  is  fo  much  fin 
cleaving  to  us.  No  evil  can  be  worfe  than  fin,  for  it 
isthe  fource  ofall  mifery  and  diftrefs.  If  therefore 
we  have  reafon  to  be  grieved  and  forry  for  any  thing, 
it  is,  that  we  have  fo  much  of  the  evil  of  fm  within 
us.  Above  all  things  in  tjie  world  we  fliould  dread 
the  evil  of  fin  ;  and  be  more  afraid  of  finning  than  of 
fuffering.  Wlien  we  confider  that  it  is  againft  God, 
and  him  alone  that  we  have  fxnned,  and  done  great 
€vil.;  and  how poifonous,  ftiamcful,  defirudive  and 
dangerous  an  evil  fin  is  ;  how  can  we  refrain  from 
many  tears,  and  help  being  pained  at  our  very  hearts  ? 

3^  Seeing  fm  is  fo  great  an  evil,  as  it  is  againflr 
God,  and  brings  fo  much  mifchief  upon  mankind ; 
how  thankful  fhould  we  be  to  God,  for  reftraining . 
grace  j  whereby  we  have  been  kept  from  many  fins, 
which  others  have  been  guilty  of,  to  thair  great  dam- 
age. 
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age.  It  is  not  becaufe  others  who  have  committed 
more  open  and  Ihamefiil  fins  3  and  brought  more 
trouble  upon  themfelvesj  than  we  have  i  are  worfe 
by  nature  than  we  are  •  for  undoubtedly  we  have  the 
fame  corrupt  and  depraved  natures  as  they  have, — » 
But  our  not  doing  as  they  have  done  is  owing  to  that 
reftraining  grace  granted  us  which  has  not  been  grant- 
ed th.em.  It  has  been  very  jufcly  v/ichheld  from  them^ 
and  might  have  been  very  jullly  withheld  from  us  3 
for  who  of  us  have  not  long  fince  forfeited  all  right  to 
it  ?  How  much  fcandalous  and  abominable  wicked- 
ncfs  fhould  many  of  us  have  committed,  had  we  not 
been  helped  by  div'-Ine  rellralnts  ?  And  hov/  many 
troubles  fhould  w^e  foon  bring  upon  ourfelves,  if  left 
to  fall  a  prey  to  our  own  lufis  r  Let  us  then  adore  that 
almighty  being  who  has  kept  us  back  from  many 
dangerous  fins  :  by  means  of  education,  religious  in- 
ilru6lions,  counfels  and  reproofs,  gentle  rebukes  of 
providence,  and  the  drivings  of  the  holy  fpirite 

4.  We  learn  that  linners,  are  the  grcateft  fools  that 
can  be  found  in  the  whole  creation.  They  are  fools 
for  feting  themfelves  againft  God  ;  for  they  can't 
profper — can  maintain  no  ftrength  againft  him.— 
They  are  fools  for  treating  God  as  they  do,  for  they 
fay  the  Lord  does  not  fee  nor  hear  themi.  If  they  can 
fin  out  of  the  fight  of  man,  they  care  not  how  many 
fins  they  commit  3  as  if  the  great  eternal  was  noc 
worth  regarding.  But  alas  !  his  eye  is  continually 
upon  them  and  knows  all  their  fecret  abominations, 
even  every  thought  and  will  make  them  known  that 
he  is  the  Lord.  Not  one  oftheir  fins  can  be  forgotten, 
all  ihall  be  brought  into  judgment  againft  them — - 
and  they  can't  cfcape— ^^  Tbere  is  no  darknefsnor  jhad- 
czv  ofd&ath  zvhere  the  workes^s  of  iniquity  can  bids  'them^ 
/elves. ' '  VV  hat  fools  muil  they  be  who  {tt  them/elves 
againfl  the  Goo  of  infinite  power,  majefty,  worth 

C  and 
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and  dignity,  who  can  by  one  frown  fend  them  all  to 
Hell  1  W  hat  fools  are  they^  for  rifing  up  againft  hini^ 
whofe  wrath  they  can't  efcape  oc  can't  endure,  under 
which  they  muft  eternally  fink !  What  fools  for  fighting 
againllthc  mofi  amiable  and  excellent  being  in  the  uin- 
Terfe — v/ho  moft  earneftlyinvites  them  to  lay  down  the 
weapons  of  their  rebellion,  and  come  to  him  and 
poilefs  ail  good  things  !  What  fools,  to  ftand  a  mo- 
ment againft  a  holy  God,  left  he  tear  them  in  pieces 
and  there  be  none  to  deliver  ! 

Sinners  are  guilty  of  the  moft  egregious  folly  by 
wilfully  bringing  fo  much  trouble  upon  themfelve*  : 
their  enmity  is  turn'd  againft  themfdves  :  and  they 
don't  at  all  regard  their  own  intereft.  They  will  go 
on  to  bring  mifchief  upon  themfelves,  even  w^hile 
they  are  fairly  and  plainly  warned  of  what  is  coming 
upon  them.  They  will  go  on  to  trouble  themfelves 
by  their  fins,  even  while  they  are  not  only  warned 
and  befought  by  theminifters  of  Christ,  and  their 
dear  friends,  but  even  while  they  are  warned  and  be- 
fouglit  by  the  great  Jehovah  himfelf  They  bring 
fo  many  troubles  upon  themfelves  by  their  own 
wickednefs  i  that  they  have  a  hell  upon  earth  of  their 
own  m.aking.  "But  they  don't  chufe  to  ftop  here  ; 
for  in  addition  to  the  hell  which  they  procure  to  them- 
felves in  this,  world,  by  their  God-provoking  fins-— 
they  go  on  feeking  and  p-eparing  tor  that  dreadful 
prifon  of  heJl,  beyond  the  grav€,  where  there  is  no 
reft,  day  nor  night,  forever  and  ever  The  foDv  and 
madnefs  which  finners  run  into,  are  not  p?'  in 

the  whole  creation.-- — -I  muft  clofewiw  nie  or  twa 
addreftes  generally  expedted  on  fuch.  an  o(     lion. 

I  ft.  To  the  Prifoner  before  us. 

Unhappy  woman.  As  time  is  juft  about  to  leave 
you,  and  etei-nity  to  receive  you  j  what  fhall  I  fay  ^' 
Who  is  fufficient  for  th€  arduous  tafk  of  addrefling 
you,  upon  this  awful  occafion  ?  For  the  horrid  wick- 
ednefs 
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cdnefs  of  murder,  you  are  condemned  to  die,  by  the 
law  ofGoD  and  man.  You  are  veril/  gmkyconcerning 
your  infant  child,  in  that  you  law  him,  a  heipleis 
defenceiefs  babe  s  who  had  neidier  injured  you  nor 
any  of  your  fellow  creatures  :  your  own  ^hild,  born 
of  your  own  body,  whom  you  had  been  wickedly  in- 
ftrumental  of  bringing  into  the  world  j  yet  you  hard- 
ened your  heart  againft  him,    aud  determined  that 
you  would  not  exercife  fo  much  compaffion  towards 
him  as  the  fea  monfters^  who  draw  out  their  breafts, 
and  give  fuck  to  their  young  ones  -,  but  with  violent 
hands  you  put  him  to  death.     Be  aftoniilied  O  earth 
at  the  wickednefs  of  your  heart  1  You  have  thought 
that  this  crime  of  murdering  your  child,  was  not  fo 
great  as  the  murder  of  an  adult  perfon.    But,  let  me 
tell  you,  that  th^  murder  you  are  guilty  of,  is  attend- 
ed with  more  dreadful  aggravaLions  than  common 
musder.     In  many  if  not  moil  inftances  of  murder, 
there  is  either  fome  provocation,  or  injury,  received 
from  the  perfon  murdered,  or  a  profpe6c  of  confider- 
able  gain,  or  there  is  no  relation  by  kindred  blood, 
or  the  perfon  is  capable  of  making  fome  defence  ; — ? 
but  in  this  murder  of  your's,  there  is  none  of  thefe 
things  to  excufe  you.     You  are  guilty  of  a  moil 
horrid,  monilrous,  and  unnatural  cfimXc  ^ 

I  am  fenfible  that  perfons  in  your  iituation,  need 
a  more  ikilf  j11  hand  than  I  am  to  deal  with  them  ; 
yet  as  you  are  one  of  the  precious  fouls  committed 
to  my  charge,  and  defired  that  I  fhould  fpeak  to  you 
upon  this  occafioni  I  muft  be  allowed  to  ipeak  the 
truth  to  you,  and  a6t  the  part  of  an  honeft  dying 
man,  v^  muft  give  an  account  to  tljf  Judge  of 
q^Mi^W0tdc2id  as  well  as  you.  Therefore  when  I 
plainly  fei;  your  fins  before  you,  believe,  that  I  mean 
not  to  reproach  ;/ou,  but  feek  your  eternal  good.— 
My  earnefl  defire  is  now  in  this  laft  important  hour 

that 
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that  you  may  be  truly  fenfible  of  your  fins,  brought 
to  "true  repentance,  and  through  the  nierits  of  Christ 
obtain  forgivenefs.     You  muft  confider  that  by  na- 
ture you  are  a  fmner  prone   to  iniquity,  and,  that 
your  hfe  has  been  exceedingly  wicked.     Tou  have  cafl 
off  fear ^  and  have  reftratned  prayer  before  GOD — Tou 
have  Jet  at  notight  his  connjels^  and  wouldnone  of  his  reproofs. 
You  have  been  exceedingly  fond  of  profane,  wicked 
company,  and  reje6led  God.     You  have  been  fond 
of  entertaining  God's  enemies,  but  would  not  enter- 
tain him.     You  have  hardened  your  heart  againnit 
the  Lord  Jesus,  who  has  given  you  repeated  calls 
Vind  warnings  3  urged  you  by  the  calls  of  the  gofpel, 
minifters,  friends,  and  providences  ^  to  turn  from 
your  evil  ways  and  not  die.     Although  you  have 
been  f-equently  called;,  and  '^rgtdy  yet  you  v/ould  not 
come  unto  Christ  that  you  might  have  life.     Re- 
bellion againfl  God,  has  been  the  delight  of  your  foul. 
What  abominable  uncleannefs  and  whoredom,  have 
you  been  guilty  of?  and  to  hide  this  awful  wicked- 
nels,  wliat  horrid  lies  have  you  told   in  denying  re- 
peatedly that  you  was  in  a  ilate  of  pregnancy,  juft 
before  the  birth  of  your    child  I     But    the  horrid 
ivickednefs  Of  whoredom  and  lying,  were  not  fuifi- 
cient  for  you  ;  to  thefe  you  have  added  the  crying  fin 
of  m.urder  reDcatedlv.     You  m.uil  confider  that  in 
ail  your  wickednefs  you  have  hated  God,  and  been 
fighting  againfl  Him.     God  has  been  good  to  you^ 
told  you  the  truth,  and  bellowed  numberlefs  bleiTings 
upon  you.     In  the  day  of  your  diilrefs,  has  repeat- 
edly helped  you^  and  ufed  bkiTcd  means  with  you 
to  reclaim  you  from   iln,  and  deliver  you  from   the 
wratl]  to  come.     But  yxOii  car(  d  for  none  of  his  mer- 
cie?,  hated  him  withouta  caufe,  and  w0uld  noc  have 
I/im  to  role  over  vcu.     Tou  have  letGoo  at  nought 
becaufe  lie  is  good,  and  always  done'  that  which  is 
-      ■  '  '  right 
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right  twvards  you.     O  then  unlefs  you  now  repent, 
are  deeply  humbled  for  your  fins,  and  fly  to  the  Lord 
Jesus  by  faith  ;  what  will  you  do  when  GOD  arijeth 
upy  and  when  he  vifiteth  what  will  you  anfwer  ?     Can 
your  hands  he  ftrong  or  your  heart  endure  when  GOD  Jh all 
deal  with  you  ?     Very  great  finners  may  repent  and 
turn  to  GoDj  and  he  will  have  mercy  on  them.     As 
great  finners  as  you  have  had  a  true  fenfe  of  their 
fins,  been  deeply  humbled  before  God,  cryed  to  him 
with  a  broken  heartland  obtained forgivenefs.  God 
is  ready  to  hear  prayer.     Thefacrifices  of  a  broken 
heart  he  will  not  defpife.     There  is  forgivenefs  and 
plenteous  redemption,  for  thofe  who  will  repent  and 
give  themfelves  to  the  Lord  Jesus.     Your  fins  are 
not  too  great  to  be  forgiven.  A  Ithough  you  have  lived 
in  dreadful  wickednefs,yet  the  door  of  m.ercy  is  not  fiiut 
againft  you  :   for  God  noY^  calls  upon  you  to  come 
to  hii^^l  that  you  may  have  life.     O  then  let  not  a 
moment  be  loft.  Lay  afide  your  enmity  againfl:  God 
immediately — be  reconciled  to  him — fight  againft 
him  no  longer — lift  your  foul  to  him  in  humble  pen- 
itent groans.     The  Lord  will   hear  from  Heaven, 
and  through  the  infinite  merits  of  the  glorious  Re- 
deemer who  died  on  the  acQurfed  tree ;  you  may  have 
an  entrance  adminiftered  to  you  in  the  kingdom  of 
Glory.     1'he  herd  Jefus  came  into  the  world  to  fave  fin- 
ners— He  fuffered  thejuft  for   the  u-ijuft  that  he  might 
bring  us  to  God.     If  then,    you  believe  in  him,  give 
yourfelf  to  him  humbly,  penitently  and  fincerely,  you 
iliall  not  perifti  but  have  everlafting  life.     Love  the 
Lord  Jesus  Christ  in  fincerity,  and  you  need  not 
fear.    ¥/e  read  of  a  woman  in  the  gofpel,  notorioufly 
v/icked  and  vile  ;  who  came  to  our  Lord  with  a 
humble  heart  ;  v^eeping  and  mourning  for  her  fins  ; 
.^nd  wafned  his  ftet  with  her  tears,  and  wiped  them 
widi  ^i\t  hairs  of  her  head.     The  Lord  had  m.ercy  or\ 

her. 
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hcTg  tind  grat^tcd  pardon.  She  became  a  new  creature,  loved 
the  Lord  much  and  hated  fin  exceedingly.  Some  of  the  wick« 
edjews,  who  crucified  the  Lord  of  Glory^  were  broaght  to 
repentance,  became  the  real  friends  of  God,  and  were  forgiven. 
The  thief  upon  the  crofs  became  a  new  creature  in  his  laft  mo- 
ments, and  the  Lcird  faid  to  him,  this  day  fhalt  thou  be  with  me 
in  paradife.  If  you  can  now  find  yourfeif  reconciled  to  God's 
charadler,  arc  })Ieared  v/ith-  his  perfeftions,  and  are  not  afraid 
to  truil  in  him  ;  you  fhall  be  forever  happy  v>^ith  him.  May  th« 
G  OD  of  infinite  mercy  and  grace  interpofe  for  you  ;  and  give 
you  repentance  and  remilTion  of  fins,  and  an  inheritance  among 
the  faints  in  light.  Leaving  you  in  the  hands  of  God,  who 
will  do  you  no  injuflice ;— 1  m.uil  bid  you  a  long  and  mourft-= 
fill  farewell. 

A  few  wordstothis  great  affembly,  fnail  conclude  the  difcourf*. 
What  a  melancholy  fcene  is  now  opened  before  you.  You 
plainly  fee,  that  fm  brings  diftrcfs,  and  that  wickednefs  over- 
throweth  thciinRer.  Let  me  entreat  you  all  to  take  warning 
by  the  awful  fpedacle  prefented  before  you.  Be  afraid  of  fin,  and 
a  life  of  ungodiintfi.  If  jou  do  that  which  is  evil  you  may  we^ 
be  afraid  ;  for  the  ruler  bearethnot  the  fword  in  vain; — for  he 
is  the  minifcer  of  God,  a  rerenger  to  execute  wrath  upon  hina 
that  doeth  evil.  It  is  dangerous  to  venture  upon  thofe'  fms, 
which  are  called  not  fo  great  as  other's  :  for  fins  ^ire  all  linked 
together  like  a  chain,  which  leads  to  temporal  and  eternal  dif- 
trcfs.  Take  warning  from  what  is  prefented  before  you  thi^ 
iiay,  to  avoid  the  fm  of  uncleannefs.  We  fee  from  plain  fads 
that  this  fin  is  very  dangerous,  and  God-provoking,  'Twas 
this  fm  that  led  the  poor  prifoner  before  us,  to  murder,  and  now 
{he  muft  die.  She  is  not  alone,  for  many  others  have  been  ruin.- 
<f  d  by  this  kind  of  wickednefs.  *  Many  awful  inflances  we  have 
of  late  of  perfons  being  led  on  to  death  by  the  fin  of  unclean- 
nefs  and  whoredom.  Not  long  fince  a  woman  was  executed  ia 
this  town  for  murder,  which  was  brought  on  by  whoredom.— 
Within  about  a  week  after  the  unhappy  prifoner  before  us  commit- 
cd  the  fin  of  murder  ;  in  the  fame  town,  an  unclean  and  whorifh 
woman  was  led  on  by  this  abominable  wickednefs,  to  murder 
herfelf  :  deliberately,  defignedly,  without  hope  of  any  mercy ; 
and  without  defiring  the  good  v/ifnes  or  prayers  of  any  friend 
v/hatevcr.  Some  unckan  perfons  may  feel  fecure  and  uncon- 
cerned, bccaufe  they  never  had  any  thoughts  of  committing 
Eaurder  ;-— but  let  me  tell  fuch  perfons ;  that  thofe  who  have  un- 
done themfslves  by  going  from  uncleannefs  to  murder ;  were 
once  in  the  depth  of  fecurity,  being  under  no  fearful  apprehea- 
iions  of  committing  murder  : — yet  they  plunged  into  this  wick- 
ednefs and  perilhed.     The  trath  ig,  a  holy  God  is  fo   angry 
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with  unclean  perfon*  ;  that  he  gives  them  up  to  their  own  lufli 
—and  what  will  not  mankind  do  when  left  to  theoifelves  ?  Let 
not  therefore  unclean  perfons  feel  fecure  and  unconcerned  ;for 
fiich  are  provoking  a  holj'  God  to  give  them  op  to  work  out 
their  own  deftru<5tion.  Be  afraid  of  the  deteftable  wickedncfs 
of  whoredom  ;-- — /or  the  feet  ofjuch  go  donjon  to  deaths  andthdr 
Jieps  take  hold  on  heiU  As  you  ought  all  to  be  afraid  of  this  ;  fo 
you  Ihouid  abhor  every  pra(ftice  which  leads  and  expofes  to  it. 
The  pradice  of  young  people  of  both  fexes  keeping  company 
together:,  with  no  view  of  entering  into  a  family  Hate,  and  liv- 
ing like  rational  creatures,  I  think  is  a  deteftable  praftice  :  It  i* 
carried  on  in  many  inftances  no  doubt,  to  gratify  luft :  and  the 
beft  that  can  be  faid  of  it,  is,  that  it  greatly  expofes  to  unclean- 
nefs.  Let  all  parents  take  warning  from  the  example  before 
them  \  and  fee,  that  they  are  faithful  in  holding  up  light  and 
truth  before  their  children,  and  that  they  ceaTe  not  to  warn 
them  from  ev^ety  evilpradice.  How  much  are  all  parents  con* 
Cemed  to  fet  good  examples  before  their  children,  and  adminif- 
ter  to  them  the  moft  ufeful  inftruftions  ?  Parents  Ihould  inure 
their  children  to  fubjedion,  and  obedience,  and  endeavour  t© 
inftil  into  their  minds,  an  abhorrence  of  every  evil  praftlce.— 
How  many  children  are  undone  for  the  want  of  good,  examples, 
good  government  and  inftru€lions  from  their  parents  ?  Who 
can  defcribe  the  feelings  which  you  who  are  parents  would  havc^ , 
if  a  child  of  yours  was  in  the  melancholy  fituationof  the  prifon- 
cr  now  before  us  ?  O  then,  let  parents  fpare  no  proper  and  law- 
ful pains,  to  feeurethe  temporal  and  eternal  peace  &  reft  of  thofc 
committed  to  their  care.  Let  all  young  perfons,  aad  efpeciallr 
young  women  take  warning  from  the  prefent  fpeiflacic  ;  and  fee 
that  they  don't  confent  when  finners  entice  them.  Enter  not  in- 
to the  path  of  the  ^wicked,  go  not  m  the  'way  of  e'vil perfons ^  a'void 
it^pafs  not  by  ;V,  turn  from  it  and  pafs  aixmy.  Let  us  all  remem- 
ber, that  we  muft  die  as  certain  as  the  prifoner,  and  go  to  judg- 
ment as  well  as  fhe;  and  all  meet  at  God's  tribunal.  If  we  die 
impenitently,  there  will  be  no  efcaping  that  av/ful  fentence— - 
Depart  ye  curfed  into  en;erlajiing  f  re  prepared  for  the  denjilanJ 
his  angels.  O  Then  improve  thankfully,  and  wifely  the 
bleifed  feafon  of  grace  granted  to  you^but  denied  to  the  unhap- 
py prifoner.  Let  us  all  remember  that  we  need  an  intereft  in 
the  pardoning  mercy  of  God,  as  well  as  the  prifcner.  By  na- 
ture we  are  all  the  fame  vile  creatures  as  fhe — and  it  may  be  that 
God,  who  knows  our  hearts,  and  v/ays,  knows,  that  many  of 
Bs  are  more  vile  and  guilty  than  fhe,  who  aow  muft  fail  by  the 
handof  juftice.  O  then  if  we  have  any  bowels  of  compafiion, 
and  our  hearts  not  harder  than  a  rock;  ana  deRitute  of  all  fui  ca- 
ble feelings  towards  God  and  man:   let  us  lift  up  our  fouls;  to 
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him  who  heart  prayer,  *nd  pour  out  our  hearts  before  him  ;— 
humbly  begging  that  in  his  great  mercy,  he  would  pour  grace  iato 
the  heart  of  the  prifoner.  That  great  and  glorious  being  whom 
we  profefs  to  worfhip,  can  eafily  give  her  a  new  heart  and  fpirit, 
and  make  her  exceedingly  glad  with  his  countenance.  May 
the  God  of  all  grace  and  confolation,  give  us  a  fpirit  of  grace 
and  fupplication  for  ourfelves  and  for  her:  and  in  his  great 
compaffions,  hear,  forgive,  aad  prepare  ira  all  for  the  folemn 
hour  of  death,  haftening  upon  us  ;  that  we  may  die  in  the  Lord 
and  be  admitted  to  eternal  reft  with  the  Saints  in  light.     Am  e  n. 
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